The 1987 Intifada 

Excerpted from Historical Dictionary of Palestine (Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press, 1996), by Laila A. Nazzal and Nafez Y. Nazzal, pp. 105-106.
“The popular uprising or ‘shaking off’ in the Occupied Territories began in December 1987. During the Israeli occupation, the Palestinians experienced every conceivable violation of human rights. They had seen their land confiscated and Israeli settlements built on it; their sons and relatives killed, imprisoned, or deported; their homes demolished; and collective punishments, such as the closures of schools and curfews imposed on entire communities. The Palestinians, frustrated and unhappy under an occupation that deprived them of their rights and subjected them to continuous harassment and humiliation, took matters into their own hands and rebelled.
The intifada was directly preceded by a series of events that are said to have kindled the uprising. On Sunday, December 6, 1987, an Israeli plastics salesman, Shlomo Sakal, was stabbed to death in Gaza. On December 8, 1987, four Arabs were killed and others wounded when an Israeli ran into two vans that were taking Arab workers home to Gaza. Residents of the Jabalya Refugee Camp, where the workers resided, suspected that the killings were intentional. They demonstrated and burned tires. On December 9, 1987, there were more demonstrations, and three youths were killed by Israeli soldiers. The uprising soon spread to all the Occupied Territories. Demonstrations, strikes, a boycott of Israeli goods, and general unrest lasted from 1987 to 1993. The Israelis responded with harsher measures: travel restrictions were imposed, limitations were placed on the money that could be brought into the Occupied Territories, schools and universities were closed, there were mass arrests, and the shooting on sight of anyone who was suspect.
The intifada was directed by an underground leadership, the Unified National Leadership of the Uprising, which issued leaflets that provided information and direction to the people. Contact also was maintained with the PLO [Palestine Liberation Organization] in Tunis. The objectives of the intifada were to end the Israeli occupation and establish Palestinian independence. However, the toll was heavy; 40,000 Palestinians arrested; more than a thousand dead; the economy in shambles, as workers observed strike days and were confined to their homes during curfews; and unemployment which reached between 30 to 50 percent in the Occupied Territories. 

Altogether, the intifada reaffirmed Palestinians in the pursuit of their nationalism, and led to fundamental changes in all sectors of Palestinian society. In 1988, at the height of the intifada, the PLO declared the establishment of an independent Palestine in the West Bank and Gaza and accepted a two-state solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. The PLO accepted UN General Assembly Resolution 181 (the 1947 UN partition plan), as well as UN Security Council resolutions 242 and 338. Palestine was recognized by 104 countries in UN General Assembly Resolution 43/177. Shortly afterward, the United States began a discreet dialogue with the PLO, which it had previously declared a terrorist organization.
By BBC News Online's Tarik Kafala 

The first intifada, or uprising, was sparked on 9 December 1987 in Gaza when a Israeli lorry ran into and killed four Palestinians. The uprising is credited with restoring pride to Palestinians downtrodden by 20 years of Israeli occupation and forcing Israel to the negotiating table. To mark its anniversary, 13 Palestinian organizations, ranging from Yasser Arafat's Fatah movement to Hamas, called for two "days of rage". 

	


Resistance
When the 1987 intifada broke out in the Jebalia refugee camp in Gaza, it spread like wild fire to all areas of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. It lasted, with varying levels of intensity, until 1993. 
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The Israeli response to the current violence has been criticized internationally


It also kept the Israeli occupation army at full stretch. Youths confronted the soldiers with stones and petrol bombs with guns. 

Much of the Palestinian resistance was non-violent. It included demonstrations, strikes, boycotting Israeli goods and the civil administration in the occupied territories, and the creation of independent schools and alternative social and political institutions. 

World attention 

One of the main achievements of the intifada was to draw world attention to the plight of Palestinians under the occupation - in particular the brutal measures used by the Israelis against the uprising. 

The Israeli secret services infiltrated and executed organizers of the uprising. 

	


Most famously, the then Israeli chief of staff, Yitzhak Rabin, called for the "breaking of the bones" of protesters as a method of riot control. 

Rabin, now seen as a leading Israeli peace maker, saw that shooting Palestinians played badly with international public opinion and that Palestinians were able to maintain the moral high ground because they were unarmed. 

	


According to Human Rights Watch, 670 Palestinians were killed during the first two and a half years of the first intifada - the most active years of the uprising. 

The 1987 intifada was credited with bringing about the Oslo peace process - it ended in September 1993 when Yasser Arafat and Yitzhak Rabin signed the Declaration of Principles on the basis of the secret Oslo talks. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Intifada (Israeli Perspective) Source: Source: Learning Each Other’s Historical Narrative: Palestinians and Israelis, Peace Research Institute in the Middle East

The outbreak of the Intifada
On December 8, 1987 an Israeli truck hit a Palestinian car in the Gaza Strip, killing four of its passengers. The Palestinians claimed that it was a deliberate attack, and described it as a cold-blooded murder. During the funeral crowds of people stormed the IDF compound in Gaza and threw rocks. The disturbances continued the next day and in the days following. This event is considered to be the beginning of the Palestinian war, called the Intifada (literally, shaking). 

At the beginning the intifada was characterized by: throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at the IDF soldiers and vehicles; large public gatherings opposite IDF forces in the Gaza Strip; blocking roads; capturing weapons; and other daily aggressive actions. The uprising in Gaza quickly gathered support from Palestinians in Judea and Samaria
 who, in any case, were at the boiling point (for example, in the Balata refugee camp near Shechem [Nablus] rebellions took place even before the Intifada.)

Israel, Jordan, and even the PLO were surprised by the Intifada, and each in its own way developed its approach to this new phenomenon. The IDF was forced to overhaul its policies and rethink the conduct of soldiers in the occupied territories. The army was not equipped to contend with enormous popular demonstrations, flying stones and Molotov cocktails. The Palestinians (including teenagers and children) demonstrated great courage attacking soldiers in the street, in armored vehicles and in military installations. 

The surprise was so great to that the IDF found no suitable response to this unconventional warfare. The soldiers found it difficult to use force against children, men and women who fought with stones as weapons, and they found themselves in difficult situations – attacked, surrounded, wounded, and sometimes helpless. 

At first IDF tactics called for using a great deal of force to hit demonstrators. The army distributed truncheons to the soldiers who used them as weapons of defense and deterrence. This policy resulted in a number of terrible incidents of gratuitous violence which grew out of anger and frustration and resulted in many Palestinian wounded suffering from broken bones. 


In many instances junior officers joined the soldiers in unnecessary beatings. It was 


not clear when, who and for what reasons it was permitted to beat people. …Reports


came in from the field that even people in their homes were being beaten, for no reason –


even entire families. - Z. Schiff and E. Ya’ari, Intifada page 146

Later on the IDF modified the orders to beat people, and limited the use of force, although throughout the world, and even in Israel there was severe criticism of the policy of force and the brutality of IDF soldiers against the Palestinians. From the outset the Intifada took on the reputation of being a civil revolt against an occupying power. 


The uprisings grew from below: In the alleys of refugee camps, among Palestinian youth, 


In university classrooms and high schools, among those who worked in Israel, and those 


Who were released from Israeli prisons, among the entire people…the uprising took on 



a decidedly revolutionary character. The revolution was not planned, and it exploded suddenly 

like a volcano. - Z. Schiff and E. Ya’ari, Intifada page 143

The Israelis

· The Intifada, which came as a complete surprise, harmed the Israeli feeling of superiority over the Palestinians.

· The Intifada sparked a storm of dissension in Israeli society about the methods and ethics of warfare.

· The split widened between those who supported a territorial compromise and the supporters of the Greater Land of Israel whose slogan was “not one inch”.

Israel and the Palestinians 

For the first time the two peoples were positioned opposite each others as two partners who must solve the conflict between the two groups which resulted in the Oslo Agreement. 
� Israel calls the West Bank Judea and Samaria and considers it part of Eretz Israel (Greater Israel)





